
The night the crown disappeared

The Ultimate Medieval Glossary 
for Your Mystery Party

Step into a world of lords, ladies, and castle intrigue with this comprehensive guide. 
Whether you're planning a medieval role-playing event, solving a mystery, or hosting a 

fantasy-themed bash, these tips, phrases, and translations will make your party 
legendary.

Acting Like a Medieval Royal
Before we dive into the glossary, let’s cover how 
to be medieval royalty. Acting the part isn’t just 
fun—it’s half the experience! Here’s how to 
channel your inner king, queen, or knight:

� Mind Your Words: 
◦ Sprinkle medieval phrases like “prithee” and 

“fie” into your speech. 
◦ Modern slang is the fastest way to break the 

illusion!

� Exude Elegance: 
◦ Hold yourself tall, gesture dramatically, and 

speak with authority. Even mundane comments 
like, “Pass the bread,” should feel like 
proclamations.

� Add Flair: 
◦ Think big! Use sweeping bows, exaggerated sighs, 

and hearty laughter to match the theatrical 
vibe of the Middle Ages.

� Get Into Character: 
◦ Create a backstory for yourself! Are you a 

noble on a secret mission? A rogue knight? A 
plotting royal? Let your imagination run wild.
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Medieval Phrases and Their Meanings
Sprinkle these phrases into your conversations 
for a truly medieval vibe:

� Hark! – Listen up! Perfect for grabbing attention.

� By my troth! – I swear! Use it to emphasize sincerity or 
surprise.

� Gramercy! – Thank you kindly. Say it with a bow for extra 
drama.

� Prithee – Please. A polite way to ask for something.

� Fie! – For shame! Great for scolding or expressing disgust.

� Zounds! – An exclamation of shock or amazement.
� Knave – A deceitful or mischievous person. Accuse someone 

playfully with this.

� Thou art jesting! – Surely you’re joking! Ideal for disbelief.

� Pray tell? – Please explain. Use it to dig for clues during the 
mystery.

� Forsooth! – Indeed or truly. Perfect for agreeing 
emphatically.

� Wench – A young woman (use humorously to avoid offense).

� Good morrow – Good morning. A cheerful greeting for 
nobles.

� Anon – Soon or later. Adds a sense of mystery to any 
sentence.

� By the rood! – An oath, like “By God!” Expresses surprise or 
frustration.
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Medieval Translations for Everyday Items
Transform your party space and conversations by 
renaming modern items with medieval flair:

� Chair --> Settle
◦ “Rest upon the settle, my lord, and enjoy the feast.”

� Table --> Board
◦ “Gather thy kin ‘round the board for the evening’s meal.”

� Cup --> Goblet
◦ “Raise thy goblets in a toast to merriment!”

� Fork --> Trident of Feasting
◦ “Fetch the trident of feasting; the roast awaits!”

� Knife --> Dagger of Dining
◦ “Prithee, pass the dagger of dining for carving the meat.”

� Blanket --> Coverlet
◦ “Take thy coverlet and retire to thy cot, for the hour grows 

late.”

� Mirror --> Looking Glass
◦ “Gaze into the looking glass and adjust thy crown, my lady.”

� Candle --> Tallow Beacon
◦ “Light the tallow beacon to illuminate the hall.”

� Window --> Casement
◦ “Throw open the casement and let the fresh air in.”

� Pillow --> Resting Cushion
◦ “Place thy head upon the resting cushion and dream of valor.”

� Book --> Tome
◦ “Study this ancient tome; it may hold the answers we seek.”

� Spoon --> Scooping Ladle
◦ “Bring forth the scooping ladle for the stew.”

� Basket --> Wicker Vessel
◦ “Gather thy herbs in the wicker vessel.”
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